magine skiing down seven mile runs, careening and carving through mountainous
terrain at the largest ski resort in North
America, then holing up with a cup of
steaming hot chocolate, watching fresh
snow fall among the cedars, followed by an
exciting night out complete with signature
cockrails, live music and plenry of dancing.
Welcome to a rypical day at Whistler/Blackcomb in British Columbia, Canada.
Five years after hosting the 2010 Winter
Olympics, Whistler and Blackcomb, two
mountains standing side by side but operating as one, continue to enchant and gather
legions of new fans from around the world.
And it's easy to see why.
Whistler (as the entire resort is generally
called) is renowned for heart-sropping runs, stateof-the-art gondolas and high-speed lifts that thrill
even the most experienced skiers and boarders,
but its picturesque alpine village with an urban
center and views of gigantic, snow-topped mountains is what draws repeat visits even from nonwinter sports enthusiasts. With a lively nightlife
and a variety of off-mountain activities, the resort's village delivers a fresh backdrop whether
you're looking for a leisure family vacation with
plenry of downtime and sleigh rides or a highspeed adventure starring mountain peaks and
your adrenaline-junkie pals.
Success did not come to these mountains overnight. It took Whisrler/Blackcomb about 20 years
ro achieve this rarefied status. The Young and
Barker families started lift operations on the two
mountains in 1965. Then in 1986, Intrawest, a
Vancouver real estate development firm, built a
European-style village to attract more visitors.
Shortly after, Intrawest designed villages at California's Mammoth Mountain and at the base of
Squaw Valley.A new world opened for skiers. Visitors arrived not only to ski and snowboard but also
to parry, ride snowmobiles, go dog sledding, dine
in fine restaurants and indulge in spa trearments.
Despite being in another country, Whistler is
surprisingly easy to reach, one reason why it is fast
becoming a preferred winter destination for many
South Bay skiers, particularly when snow conditions aren't optimal in Tahoe. United Airlines and
Air Canada flynonstop from San Francisco to Vancouver, and flights from San Jose make one srop.
Once in Vancouver, you can take a Perimeter Bus
to the resort, located 75 miles north on the Sea to
Sky Highway. Since automobiles are not permitted
in the village, there's no need to rent a car. Everything is reachable by foot or by local shuttles.
And once you've arrived, prepare to be amazed.
The 8,100 acres of skiable terrain offers challenges

for every level, and slopes are dorted with skiers
and boarders enjoying the 200 trails, chutes, open
bowls, forest runs and gullies of varied steepness.
Fifteen percent of the runs are rated beginner
slopes, 55 percent are intermediate, 15 percent
are advanced and 15 percent are for experts.
Snowfall averages 39 feet annually. Two-day lift
tickets are $250 for adults, $214 for youths and
$126 for children ages 7-12. Adult season passes
start at $1,600.
If you're a newcomer to Whistler, then it's a
good call to take the free, 90-minure tour of the
mountains. Orientation tours meet at twO locations: the top of the Whistler gondola and the top
of Blackcomb's Solar Coaster Express lift. The lift
ticket office keeps a list of available times.
Once you're acquainted with the mountains,
you'll feel confident schussing down the beginner
Whiskey Jack and Ego Bowl on Whistler Mountain or cruising the wide-open, blue intermediate trails of Blackcomb Mountain. Advanced
skiers can up the ante at a Steep Skiing Clinic
with Wendy Btookbank, a former star of Warren
Miller ski movies. Together you can uncover hidden, challenging trails that don't appear on maps.
Whistler also offers an opportunity to ski or
ride with Olympic athletes. For a fee, you can
hire an Olympian, such as 2010 ski cross gold
medalisr Ashleigh McIvor or Canadian downhill
legend Rob Boyd, to play tour guide for the day.
Up to five people can share the cost of the celebrity ski guide.
International visitors and Vancouver residents
flock to Whistler on weekends and holidays,
crowding the snowy destination. To avoid large
crowds, plan a winter getaway in late January
to mid-February when there are no holidays or
school breaks. Crowds pick up again around Saint
Patrick's Day for spring skiing and for the (sometimes) rowdy apres ski parties. Ifit rains in the village, don't panic: Take to higher ground. Because
the vertical rise of Whistler is 4,966 feet and 5,222
feet at Blackcomb, chances are good that it's snowing somewhere in the upper elevations.

BEING AN INTERNATIONAL RESORT, Whistler offers plenty of accommodations in all price
ranges. Approximately 10,000 bedrooms are
available at the 24 hotels, townhouses, condos,
B&Bs and chalets.
The Fairmont Chateau Whistler, located next
to the Blackcomb lifts, is one of the highest-rated
hotels in the area. It offers elegance in a modern
alpine setting with the option to ski in and ski

out onto the slopes. It also has sevetal room view
options including mountain, pool, town Ot valley. A complimentary health club and slope-side
whirlpools help you telax off-mountain. A variety
of testaurants, the Vida Spa and the apres ski
lounge offer luxury and entertainment.
The Four Seasons Resort Whistler, a 273room hotel and Canada's only AAA Five Diamond propetty, is nearby. The hotel has modern,
rustic rooms and suites, as well as an award-winning spa, mountainside dining and free Internet.
Ideally located neat the slopes, you can walk Ot
ride a shuttle to the lifts. An on-site fitness room,
pool, sauna, hot tub and steam room are also
available to let you work out the knots after a hard
day on the slopes.
Horstman House is a luxury condo lodge in
Whistler's Upper Village. The property offers
one-, rwo- and three-bedroom condos with fully
equipped kitchens, gas fireplaces and forest and
mountain views. In the evenings, feel free to
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enjoy the kids' and adults' game rooms, where the
wide screen TV and billiard table are big draws.
Other amenities include an outdoor heated pool,
hot tub, fitness room and free Internet. Guests
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can even ride a free shuttle to the slopes or ski
back to the hotel via Home Run trail on Black-
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comb Mountain.

The Villas, located at Foxglove, Snowberry
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and Wintergreen are simple condos within walking distance of the slopes and on the shuttle
route. The properties start at $96 per night.
~
If your trip is a family affair, consider Aspens, z;
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located in a lodge-style building on the slopes of
B1ackcomb Mountain. Guests can walk to the
lifts or take a shuttle. An on-site laundry, hot
tub and fitness room are available. Skiers relish
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the quiet atmosphere and close proximity, only a
1O-minute walk to the village to mingle.
Le Chamois is a vacation rental located at the
base of Blackcomb Mountain close to the ski
school, shops and restaurants. The ski in, ski out
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property has a ski concierge on the premises as ~
well as a pool, hot tub and fitness room.
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AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF SKII NG you might
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be ready for a change of pace. Cuddling under
blankets, kids and parents love old-fashioned
sleigh rides with gentle draft horses pulling cut-
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ter sleighs over hill and over dale. Many options
are available: a daytime 30-minute ride along the
shores of Green Lake, a late afternoon ride on the
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Fairmont Chateau Golf Course, a 50- to 60-minute ride to a cozy cabin for a cup of hot chocolate
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or a 30-minute ride, followed by a three-course
fondue dinner at the Fairmont Chalet.
Perhaps dog sledding is more your speed. Activities Central offers a three-hour excursion to
an old growth forest of the Callaghan Valley. As
you (and the dogs) rest at an abandoned trapper's
camp, you'll hear the history of the Canadian
fur trappers. Then, after learning the necessary
canine commands, you can feel the thrill of driving your own team. Want a little more adventure?
The Bonnie & Clyde Get Away takes passengers
on a high-speed roller coaster trail pulled by a
team of eight dogs. The ride is followed by a
snowshoe trek to the 140-foot Alexander Falls.
Or maybe you prefer to take to the skies. The
Ziptrek Bear Tour soars through the forest and
over the river on five zip lines. Minimum age is 6
years old. Experienced zip liners prefer the Eagle
Tour. Here, five different zip lines will give you
thrills, including a 2,000-foot monster that drops
you 20 stories.
Peak 2 Peak Gondola is not to be missed.
It links Whistler's Roundhouse Lodge with
Blackcomb's Rendezvous Restaurant. Opened
in 2008, the gondola is the longest and highest
lift in the world. It holds world records for the
longest free span between towers (l.88 miles) and
the highest point above the ground (l,430 feet).
From its large windows, you can see volcanic
peaks as well as coastal rainforest.

REMEMBER THE BOBSLED, luge and skeleton
competitions at the 2010 Winter Olympics? The
Whistler Sliding Centre still exists in Olympic
Park, and you can take part in two of these sports
without the years of training. At the Sliding Centre, daredevils opt to go headfirst, face down on
the skeletOn sled, careening 60 mph for an exhilarating 20 seconds. More "conservative" riders can
take the bobsleigh down the track thtee at a time,
with a professional driver at the helm. However, be
warned: At 75 mph, the bobsleigh goes even faster.
Snowmobiling
can be a family outing at
Whistler, or not. Seventeen different options
are offered to accommodate every level of rider.
Child ten can even try riding their own Mini-Z
snowmobiles on a specially designed track. Explore forests, frozen lakes or a histOric gold mine,
go riding at sunset or in the moonlight and top
off your ride with a candlelit fondue dinner or
enjoy a meal at a mountaintop yurt. A helicopterassisted tour with a mountain guide is also offered
to experienced snowmobilers who want to ride
over vast, open ice fields.

Heli-skiing is popular with intermediate, advanced and expert skiers. Up to 10 skiers can take
a Bell 205 helicopter to the mountain and then
ski three runs, totaling 4,500 to 7,500 vertical
feet. The four-run package, using the helicopter
as a "lift," allows skiers to schuss 6,000 to 10,000
vertical feet four times. The six-run package is for
fast, expert skiers. A Bell 407 helicopter flies four
to five people up and down half a dozen times in
order to ski 9,000 to 15,000 vertical feet. All three
packages include a photo, video and picnic lunch.

GARIBALDI LIFT COMPANY, located a floor
above the gondola station, is a coveted Whistler
hot spot. Locals love the yardlong nachos and
the collection of spicy drinks made with Tabasco,
Worcestershire, sriracha and cilantro-oyster sauce
puree. At Blackcomb, Merlin's Bar & Grill, located at the day lodge at the base of the Wizard
Chairlift, is another favorite. Live music is the big
attraction; punk bands, OJs, singers and more.
Bartop dancing is encouraged.
For a more sophisticated apres ski experience,
check out the Fairmont Chateau Whistler's Mallard Lounge. Large windows overlook a snowy
scene while a musician plays old favorites. Not
sure what you want to do? Walk around the village and see what appeals to you. It might be a
famous OJ, a soul parry or even '80s night.
The Scandinave Spa is a different experience.
What could be more pleasurable after a day on
the mountain than a relaxing soak in an outdoor
spa? In beautiful surroundings, you can move
silently from a large eucalyptus steam room to a
dry sauna to an outdoor saltwater pool heated to
102 degrees. The picturesque views are almost as
good as the lavish services. Packages start at $60.
Don't forget to make a trip to Araxi Restaurant
and Oyster Bar, which has been acclaimed "Best
Restaurant in Whistler" by Vancouver Magazine for nine consecutive years. Chef James Walt
sources ingredients from the nearby Pemberton
Valley to prepare exquisite flavor combinations.
After all this excitement it's understandable if
you want to take a backseat to the action. The
Ring of Fire is presented every Sunday evening at the Skiers Plaza at Whistler Village from
mid-December to mid-March. This outdoor
extravaganza features the best skiers from the area
doing huge jumps, back flips and other incredible maneuvers to thumping music. Some even
jump through a hoop of fire. The show ends with
fireworks, a fitting tribute to a spectacular winter
destination. _

