
DISCOVER THE BEST LOCAL SPOTS FOR
SPECTACULAR FLORAL DISPLAYS

OTHING TRUMPETS the arrival of spring
more than the sight of a new, bright flower. It's a joyful beacon that tells us the season of rebirth is at
hand, and the gray days of winter will soon be forgotten. Who can't help but feel the promise of spring
as, almost overnight, delicate blossoms appear on fruit trees; tulips and daffodils poke their heads up from
the cold ground; azalea buds on wintergreen bushes burst into a riot of color?

Living in the South Bay, we're fortunate to have a variety of gardens that stage a spectacular floral show
from March through November. Many of these blooming patches of earth are tucked away in tranquil
corners of the valley, secluded from the frenetic bustle of daily life. Often overlooked by busy local
residents, they might even be considered "secret" gardens. After all, where would you find the best rose
garden in the U.S.? Or a cactus garden that rivals the Southwest's prickliest; or a Japanese oasis created
by a master gardener from the old country?





SMELL THE ROSES
San Jose Municipal Rose Garden

R
ose lovers, rejoice. The officially
named "Best Rose Garden in
the U.S." is right here in the
South Bay.The honor was be-
stowed in 2010 by rose-growing

judges from the non-profit All-America
Rose Selections organization (AARS) ,
which propagates new and exceptional
rose varieties.

To win the award, the San Jose Munici-
pal Rose Garden beat 130 other rose gar-
dens nationwide. It was, however, no slam
dunk. In 2005, the 70-year-old public

remain the big draw. Between May and
November, the park is abloom with per-
fect specimens of hybrid-teas, floribundas
and grandifloras. Many of the shrubs have
QR Codes for smartphones, providing de-
tailed information on the varietal, as well
as information on where to purchase it.

This spectacular garden is also a testing
site for the All-America Rose Selections
growers. Before releasing new varieties of
roses to the public, growers send experi-
mental shrubs to the San Jose Municipal
Rose Garden to be tested for color, form,
hardiness and number of blooms. The
popular rose varieties named Peace, Mr.

Lincoln and Double-Delight all spent
their early nursery days at San Jose's re-
stored rose garden.

To maintain the area, dedicated volun-
teers from the Friends of San Jose Rose
Garden spend up to 150 hours per week
weeding and thinning the plants. Dressed
in green vests, these men and women are
seen throughout the day hovering around
the bushes, cutting off bloomed flowers
and pulling up weeds. In January, approxi-
mately 200 volunteers arrive with their
pruning shears for several days of mass
cutting, ensuring that the roses once again
will delight visitors in springtime.

garden was so disheveled and full of weeds
thatAARS placed it on probation. Embar-
rassed by this designation, hundreds of
volunteer gardeners banded together with
park employees to bring the garden back
to life. Today, 189 varieties of roses bloom
on 4,000 shrubs planted on 5Y2acres of
park land.

The garden itself is historic, officially
dedicated in 1937 when members of the
Santa Clara County Rose Society planted
cuttings in the new municipal park. As the
years passed, other features were added,
including a reflection pool with a two-
tiered water fountain, unique drinking
water fountains, an arbor, garden vases
and a huge lawn facing a grassy stage in a
grove of redwood trees.

While visitors today come to stroll, pic-
nic, play ball or watch an event, the roses
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Unlike the municipal garden, touring the 8
a

San Jose Heritage Rose Garden is like 1E

TOp: Colorful blooms at the San Jose
Municipal Rose Garden. showcasing
more than 189 rose varieties. Center
and Bottom: Views of the varietals and
orchards at San Jose Heritage Rose
Garden. Opposite page: The temple of
the serene Rosicrucian Peace Garden.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: NagLee and Dana avenues,
San]ose
Hours: 8 a.m. until 30 minutes
after sunset
Admission: Free
Website: www.sjparks.org/regionaL/
rosegarden. asp

http://www.sjparks.org/regionaL/


visiting a rose museum. Old garden roses
are located in Section O. Modern roses
are in Section N. From a leaflet, you learn
that roses have been grown and cultivated
in Europe and the Middle East for more
than 500 years. They crossed our conti-
nent in covered wagons and were planted
by settlers in cemeteries and gold rush
towns. Once a particular color, fragrance
or species falls out of fashion, the rose
becomes extinct. The Heritage Rose Gar-
den, part of the Guadalupe River Park
Conservancy, was created in 1994 to find
these ancient roses and to preserve them.
Since then, the garden has evolved into a
world-class botanical collection.

As word spread that such a garden was
in the planning stages, donations of cut-
tings came from all over the world. Nurs-
eryman Tom Liggett and the South Bay
Heritage Rose Group cultivated the do-
nated understock, supervised bud graft-
ing, then grew and harvested more than
4,.000 roses. During three weekends in
March 1995, more than 750 volunteers
planted the flowers.

Today, the garden has 3,200 varieties
of roses planted in circular rows. Section
P, for example, highlights Asian roses that
were brought to Europe during the 1700s
and 1800s and cross-bred with European
roses. Section K shows off the only rose
class that originated in the United States
- the Noisettes - developed around 1811
by South Carolina farmer John Champ-
neys and nurseryman Philippe Noisette.

Small descriptive signs at the base of
the plants tell where the rose was found.
Dixon, Placerville, Princeton and Yount-
ville cemeteries are named, as well as Sut-
ters Creek, Angels Camp and even the
island of Bermuda. The Heritage Rose
Garden also has been designed so that
plants are irrigated with recycled water
and maintained by volunteers using inte-
grated pest management practices.

Adjacent to the rose garden is a historic
orchard, saluting the Valley of Heart's
Delight, a name given to Santa Clara Val-
ley for growing apples, apricots, cherries,
peaches, pears and prunes during the first
half of the 20th century. Visitors from
all over the Bay Area would travel to the
South Bay to see the flowering fruit trees
during springtime. Those days lasted until
the 1950s, when the economy changed
and housing developments replaced the
orchards. To see the beauty of a blooming
orchard today, check out the orchard's
fruit trees in May and June.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: Spring and Taylor streets,
San Jose
Hours: Open 30 minutes befire dawn
to 30 minutes after dusk
Admission: Free
Website: www.heritageroses.us

PEACE AND HARMONY
Rosicrucian Peace Garden

A
sk any of the 30,000 school-

aged children who take field
trips every year about the
Rosicrucian Egyptian Mu-
seum, and chances are you'll

Rosicrucian Park is located on a 5-acre
city block in a residential neighbor-
hood. Besides the Peace Garden, visitors
can look upon statues of pharaohs and
sphinxes, a huge obelisk, even large spools
on which to play "The Game of Passing,"
popular in ancient Egypt 3,000 years ago.
The entire complex is the headquarters of
the English Grand Lodge for the Ameri-
cas. After visiting the garden, pop into the
Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, which
has the largest collection of ancient Egyp-
tian artifacts in western North Ameri-
ca. With burial practices, afterlife and
mummies exhibited in the themed galler-

hear all about the shrouded mummies
and the spine-tingling tomb tour. But ask
kids or adults about the Peace Garden in
back of the museum, and it's likely you'll
get a blank look. Dedicated in 2004 to-
ward the ideals of Peace and Tolerance,
the museum's Peace Garden today is like a
semi-secret, hidden gem.

The garden, situated inside a walled
area landscaped with date palms, olive
trees and grapevines, transports visitors to
ancient Egypt, where many of the Rosi-
crucian teachings originated. Standing
next to a large pond is a temple with in-
terior pillars and a roof open to the sky.
The temple resembles those found in the
Egyptian city of Akhetaten during Egypt's
18th dynasty. Papyrus plants line one side
of the pond while dwarf pomegranates
grow along the fence.

ies, you will see why children rarely forget
this field trip.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: 1660 Park Ave., San Jose
Hours: 8 a.m. to sunset
Admission: Freefir park; museum ftes apply
Website: www.rosicrucian.orglparklpeace_
garden/index. html

Hakone Gardens

On a steep hillside off Big Basin
Way above Saratoga Village
is the oldest Japanese estate
and gardens in the Western
Hemisphere. Its beginnings

can be traced to Isabel Stine, a wealthy
cultural leader from San Francisco, who
traveled to the Fuji-Hakone National
Park in Japan after being inspired by dis-

http://www.heritageroses.us
http://www.rosicrucian.orglparklpeace_




plays at the 1915 Pan-Pacific Exhibition.
She was so enchanted with the Japanese
style of gardening that upon her rerurn,
she hired a Japanese architect and land-
scape designer to create a Japanese-style
house and garden on 18 acres in the Sara-
toga hills. In 1917, archi tect Tsunematsu
Shintani designed - without using nails
- the Moon Viewing house, with its ex-
cellent views of the garden by day and the
rising and setting of the moon by night.
Subsequent owners added buildings and
garden features to the estate.

Today, Hakone is owned by the city
of Saratoga and is administered by the
nonprofit Hakone Foundation. It is a
jewel. Visitors strolling along the twisting
paths catch glimpses of colorful koi fish
swimming through waterways and hear
the splash of a waterfall as they cross a
charming wooden bridge, surrounded by
lush vegetation. All this leads to a blissful
feeling of tranquility. The gravel and large
stones in the Zen Garden represent water
and islands. It is strictly for meditation,
never entered. The Bamboo Gardens up
the hill grow highly prized bamboos from
Japan as well as specimens from around
the world.

Hakone Gardens offers a tea ceremony
along with classes in ikebana, yoga, tai chi,
karate, Zen and meditation. On May 20,
the popular Spring Festival called Matsuri
will be celebrated.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: 21000 Big Basin Wfl)' Saratoga
Hours: Weekdays, 10 a.m. to 5p.m.;
weekends, 11a. m. to 5p. m.
Admission: $7per person; $5fOr seniors
over 65 and students ages 5-17.
Website: www.hakone.com

STANFORD
ST NDOUTS
Arizona Cactus Garden

N
Otmany folks would expect to
find the Arizona Cacrus Gar-
den in the northern reaches of
the Golden State. That, along
with the fact that you need to

hunt a bit to locate it, definitely qualifies
this particular landmark as a secret gar-
den. Stick with the search, though - it's
worth it.

This 30,000-square-foot botanical gar-
den has a long history. In 1880, Jane and
Leland Stanford commissioned a land-
scape architect named Rudolf Ulrich to

design a cactus garden as part of larger
gardens that would beautify a new resi-
dence the couple was planning to build.
While that new house never materialized,
the cactus garden did. In the early years
of the university, it was a popular trysting
spot for courting Stanford students.

Then in the 1920s, the garden fell in to
disrepair. For decades, it stood abandoned
before a group of volunteers started re-

astonished at the variety of cacti and suc-
culents growing here.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: Off Quarry Road between
Campus Drive and Arboretum Road
Hours: Open daily
Admission: Free
Website: bgm.stanfOrd.edu/groups/grounds/
speciaL/arizona

Top: A tranquil moment
capturing cherry bios'
soms in bloom at Hakone
Gardens. Right: Hillside
gardens at Hakone,
blending the harmony
of nature with stone
steps. Opposite: The
sublime beauty of the
Hakone waterfalls.

storing It III 1997. As the
dedicated gardeners cleared
away the debris, they were
surprised to find the origi-
nal plants still thriving.

Today, 500 cacti and suc-
culents grow in 58 beds divided into two
sections, the Eastern and Western Hemi-
spheres, depending on where the plants
originated. You can see aloes, crassulas and
rosette-forming agaves, as well as various
cacti grown to monstrous size. Students
wander through the garden on their way
to class, but mostly the Cacrus Garden
stands quietly, awaiting visitors who are

Rodin Sculpture Garden

L
ike other gardens that have been
described here, the Rodin Sculp-
ture Garden offers a contem-
plative space for quietude and
meditation. But you won't be

surrounded by plant material. Instead,
you'll be gazing in awe at other, more solid
works of art. Stanford's outdoor art collec-

http://www.hakone.com


tion is sptead over many areas on campus,
but the most famous works are the 20
bronzes created by the French sculptor
Auguste Rodin in the visually arresting
sculpture garden.

Rodin's most renowned sculpture isThe
Gates of Hell, which was commissioned
by the Directorate of Fine Arts in 1880 for
the entrance of a decorative arts museum
in Paris. Inspired by Dante's "Inferno,"
Rodin created ornate doors that illustrated
the book. While the decorative arts mu-
seum was never built, the figures on the
doors were enlarged to become works of
art on their own.

At the Sculpture Garden, you can see
The Kiss and The Three Shades, as well
as several other statues by Rodin. During
his lifetime, Rodin exhibited his work in
public gardens throughout Paris. At Stan-
ford, his famous sculptures are displayed

in a space that was specifically designed to
reflect those Parisian gardens.

Two planned, outdoor sculpture walks
are offered. One meets the first Sunday of
each month at 2 p.m. at the Main Quad

entrance, and the second on the third
Sunday of each month at 11 :30 a.m. in
front of the Center. Or, stop at the in-
formation desk inside the Cantor Arts
Center for a brochure listing the location
of all the ourdoor works of art created by
artists of the late 19th century to the pres-
ent. Wear comfortable walking shoes for
your extensive art walk.

Location: Lomita Drive at Museum
way, StanfOrd (adjacent to the Iris and
B. Gerald Cantor Center fOr Visual Arts)
Hours: Wednesday through Sunday,
11 a.m. to 5p.m.; Thursday, 11a.m.
to 8p.m.
Admission: Free
Website: http://museum.stanfOrd.edul
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ESTATES IN BLOOM ~
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Elizabeth F.Gamble Garden ~
"I

t's the flower "rooms" created through- 0~
out the 2.5-acre Elizabeth F. Gamble g•...
estate that make this garden so unique. ~
In the Wisteria Garden are double ~Vi
lavender Japanese wisteria, SOlne of ~

the original plantings on the estate. The ~
o

Cherry Allee is spectacular in springtime 2
when the fragrant, pink Japanese cherry ~
trees are in full bloom. The Woodland ~
Area is a horticultural wonderland of dog- ~
wood, camellias, rhododendron, azaleas ~
and hydrangeas, while the Shade Garden ~

«
e:
o•...
z
«
u
a:g
"-o
>:;l•...
e:
=>o
u

'"g
o
I
0..

Top and right: Views of the artist's
works at the Rodin Sculpture Gardens.
Left: A visitor takes a private moment
at the Arizona Cactus Garden. Ongoing
restoration involves reduction in tree
cover to allow the cacti and succulents
more sunlight.

http://museum.stanfOrd.edul




.. .... ."

• . ••• •

00 • II " . • ..
0 ."

0 "

• , " .. :.., .• •." " . •, , , . ,."

features ferns, hellebores, anemones and
the unusual Cucumber Tree.

These and many other plantings would
please Elizabeth Gamble, who willed her
family home to the city of Palo Alto.
Granddaughter of the co-founder of
Procter & Gamble, Elizabeth loved gar-
dening and shared her estate and flowers
with the community. She resided in the
main house, which was built in 1902,



until her dearh ar age 92. Besides rhis his-
toric home, there is a carriage house and
tea house on the property.

The horticultural garden also has exten-
sive demonstration gardens as well as edu-
cational displays. One of the most popular
is the Roots and Shoots program run by
the Walter Hays Elementary School. Chil-
dren work with community volunteers to
grow flowers and vegetables. One class

was so enthralled with the program they
constructed a female scarecrow named
Petunia for the garden.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: 1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto
Hours: Open every day during
daylight hours
Admission: Free
Website: www.gamblegarden.org

Allied Arts Guild

In the late 1700s, a vast tract of land -
more than 35,000 acres, in fact - was
ceded by the King of Spain to Don
Jose Arguello, commander of the Pre-
sidio of San Francisco. The property

was called Rancho de las Pulgas, meaning
Ranch of the Fleas. Not'a very appealing
moniker, but that was long before 1929,
when two wealthy art lovets, Delight and
Garfield Merner, scooped up 3,5 acres and
transformed their little patch of the old
rancho into a lovely slice of Eden.

The couple had a dream: to create a
serene and beautiful environment where
artists could craft useful objects and re-
gional folk art could flourish through a
collaborative arts guild. They preserved
the property's old barns and sheds as
workplaces. And they used the original
farmhouse as a framework for construct-
ing the guild's main building. New build-
ings were designed in Spanish colonial
style, and when they were complete, the
guild's photographer, Ansel Adams, pro-
vided an archival record.

The gardens also were laid out in Span-
ish style. Copying landscape designs that
they had seen in Spain, Tunis and Mo-
rocco, the Merners included fountains,
large vases, blue tiles, brick walkways and
objects of art that can be observed in the
Court of Abundance, rhe Blue Garden
and the Sunset Terrace.

The Allied ArtS Guild gardens bloom
in all seasons. In the Garden of Delight
or Blue Garden, there are blue Nile lilies,
aster, salvia and hydrangeas. The Court
of Abundance is a Moorish orangerie and
features bright marigolds, wallflowers and
nasturtiums. Visitors strolling along Rose
Allee will find dedicated gardeners and
volunteers tending rows of gorgeous, col-
orful tree roses.

Besides touring the lovely gardens and
shopping at 10 art galleries, jewelry stores
and pottery shops, visirors also can enjoy
lunch at Cafe Primavera. Volunteers from
the Allied ArtS Guild Auxiliary serve pa-
trons at the restaurant, and all proceeds
benefit the Lucile Packard Children's Hos-
pital at Stanford.

GARDEN PATHWAY
Location: Arbor Road and Cambridge
Avenue, Menlo Park
Hours: Monday through Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5p.m.
Admission: Free
Website: www.alliedartsguild.org _

http://www.gamblegarden.org
http://www.alliedartsguild.org

