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BY LUDMILLA ALEXANDER

Pack your bags for a getaway wedding
and then stick around for the honeymoon

SEEIAT DO DESERTS, WINEYARDS, SPAS, MOUNTAINTOPS, RIVERS ANDY ISLANLDS

have in common? Bridal couples. Destination weddings are quickly becoming the rrendy

venues for tying the knot. They occur on windswept blulls overlooking che skyserapers

af San Francisco, ofl chairlifis on toap of snow-covercd mountains, or :|1_15|: about any

locicion that provides o dramacic seeting For the greatest advencare of all: marriage,

Wy bacl when, che bride’s parenes might hae
pivehed atenean thenr backyard for the wedding
reception after a ceremaony in the local chirch.
Bur these days are quickly becoming as quainey
old-fashioned as the proverhial Blushing bride,

Noching wrong with g close-to-home wed-
ding. of cowrse, ard many conples still prefer o
exchanpe vows within 2 comlorable circle of
[ricids, |1.|n|i]:.' anel neighhors, Bue i the past
decade, destination weddings bave iipled in
popularity, rising up o 30% of che tocal, Thar
ﬁgu]'u i now soaring like & hooair balloon,
which, by the way, is anether favorite plce v e
the kot chese days,

Iis the air or on che seas or somewhere in hee
reecetl, diessed i oraditionsl wedding artire, cou-
ples toast their funwee life together romanically
b chemselves ar surrounded by friends and rela-
tives whie hive come alore for che ceremony and
a mini vacation of thelr o,

Whene to go for a heneymonn? Nowhere, 'T'he
destinaticn WL'-.LHH#, site will de just fine, chanks,
at desst or apeners, After all, the convenience of
perting nuried ac vour honermoenon spoc s all
pare of che arraction.

Ohen tooting the Bill themselves. peripatetic
Lieiehe] couples somerimes torego the raditional
walle dowr the msle for strategic, ns well as ro-

mantic, reasens, Fare froem home, 308 muoch esier

o avoid arguments over such derails as gues
liss, religious ceremaonics or seating arrange-
ments, While firsi-time bridal couples Tk for
romantic secings and deess in oaditional wed-
ding aveire, second-time hrides and groams are
more likely oo the bor air balloon rauce for
their marriage coremonies, o gurgle their vows
underwater i full scuba gear, They aee wlso
inclined m plan wnique waches, such as asking
a shaman to marry cthem or arranging for the
bricke to arvive by outrigger canoe with conch
shells blowing.

HFvou decide char a destination wedding is
& good match Tor you, consider the following
locacions for your eveni. Also, don'c forger char
resores, cruise ships, horels and areactions erm-
ploy wedding coordinacors whose primary job is
i malee the r.*:cI:fricnc:r.' ag hossle-free as p(]ss]b]c.

On an Island
I lavweaii s one ol the nues pospraliar destingtions for
Calitarnia brides becanse of it ropical beauy,
vearn weathier aned colocul coloore, Plos, chere's
pleney to do during the honesmoon, including
swimming in the surf, crulsing on a catamaran
and snorkeling in crvscal-clear warers,

Maud is rhe mose 1::1}1|1lu|‘ stand for destina-
tion weddings, with dozens of beautiful beaches
full of soft sand in shades of white, gold and

Angisr Sepremacr 20006

41



black. One example iz Maluaka Beach,
locared on the wese side of Maoi, away
frenn the crowds. Some 400 couples say

“I do” annually, standing either by the
lapping waves or an a tree-shaded lawn
rwrrlmﬂcing Tuartle Corve, o Bevorite swim-
ming and sunbathing spot for nurdes.
The 1,800-acre Maui Prince Horel
with ies beawnifally lindseaped lapaness
sardens and kol ponds is locaced in bak-
eni next o Maloaka Beach, The hotel's
Romance Specialiss can arrange every de-
tail of the wedding, from obtaining a mar-
riage license to booking a photographer,
HONEYMOON TIP: Checl ot the variows
eatatarans thal sl daily for crescent
shaped Molabini Crater. Wikh visibilizy
ramging frose 80 to 150 e, arorkelers can
ave teriden, tropical i and ather sea B
siwdinane fa wrdenater coral gavdens,

THE [BLARND T KAUAL 15 cvien more visu-
ally spectacular because of its lush rain
Ferrests, dt::;]: Watmea Canyon and steep-
sided Ma Pali Coast, offering one of the
world's best hiking crails. Beeause of such
svenery, couples have been creacive with
their ceremmmies, Some bve marmied ina
helicoprer hovering over the canvon or wa-
terfalls, cxchanging vows through a two-

A4k South Bay Accent

wey intercom systen, Cthers have wed on
harsehack after riding toa warerfall. Sull
athers promised “forever™ in the beawriful
green 1912 Waioli Hutta Chureh in
Hanaled with hl.’til]m|—5|:i.\;ﬁ windows,

The Princeville Besore an the North

Share of Kaual aoffers an awesome serong
for a wedding on the beach overlooking
Hanalei Bay and the green clifls of " Bali
Hai.” The hotel's wedding coordinarar
can set up o white tene on the beach fora
Lavish wedding reception, or the new hus-
band and wife can dine in a private ocean-
sidle cabana,
HONEYMOOM TiF: Hevaes Kanas & o beasi-
vifiel, Hollvvood bas filmed many movies
heres trcludig Jurassic Park, Six Days and
Seven Mights aned Raiders of the Lost Ark,
See some of these sapnificenr vistas for your-
sefves by Eavaking with Afofa Towrs up the
Huleta Muer to piowmie we o tvapical fovec,
ST TN 8 WEOR iR Ipr}f:l.!r ard Ang o the
rape wade funous by Indiana fones Theve
is epen qr nderivater fava wube fo eoplove,
sebiiely s patce s By Kavetd m'srf.'jf:a':'n o
Giede fFam bis eneniies.

OB THE BIG [BLAMD OF HAWAILL volca
noes are the major actracrion, wich che
Kilaues Crater actually spewing red-hot

lava near che ocean. As a resuln, many of

the hotels are built on ancient lava Hoses
racher than on sand, One of the bese re-
sorts for weddings and honeymoons is the
Hilton Waikoloa "v"i”.‘igr. an the Kolala
Coast. Crueses stay in towers spread all over

the grounds and travel from cheir rooms to
the poals and sesturans via mabogany
boats, on atconditioned trams, or mean-
dering along flagstone walloways,

The *Hale Aloha” wedding pavilion
overlooking Waiulna Bay is the site for all
weddings. The basic packape coses $1,500,
which includes use of the pavilion, services
of o not-denominacional minister, oo lais
and two roses, o bootle of champagne, a
small wedding calee and a “Just Married”
boat vide after the ceremony. (Noce:
Cathelic priests are not allowed o marry
couples in the pavilion or anywhere else on
the islands because the Hawaii DTHocese
does non recognize wedding ceremanies
pertormed outside the church.)

O course, many mare amenitics can
1JU :llJlll‘:(i Lok ||'H: |.'|:th'i.l'.' 'l:l:l{:l(:!g AL an :lllLli-

tional cost, These include salon services

or the bride, videosraphy, the seraces of
for the bride, videography, tf f

a Hawaiian doo For an howr and choco-
lare scraweberries at evening urndowen.
HoHEYMoon Ties [ ibe By Diland & yorr
chsen site, baal fn ddiance o baneli-on en-
cowiter quith dodphite, Dolpdive Qe aper-
ates @ model habitar for bottlensse dalphing
it the Wadkoloa Village lapoon and affén
several progratss of wp-clie and perional
EHCRIERCES,

AMOYTHER OPTION o say “I da” i a
wedding cruise in Hawaii, All chree NCL
eruize ships in Hawsil have W{:dding
chapels onboard where an officianc legal
ly proncuneess a couple ro be hushand
and wife. Included in the package are
a personalized wedding ceremony ar-
ranged by the ship's wedding coordina-
tor, recorded cercmaony music, o marriage
certilicate ‘.-'\"t!dl:“!lg cake, o bordle af cham-
pagne and photography service.
Additional special touches thar wedding
conples can order imclude armstic :r&:]jic;:ﬂ
flower arrangements, musicians and ence
tainers, videography, salon services and
invitations.
HONEYMOON TIP: Dharing rhe seven-day
irnedie fi fowr e, dezens af shore wvcir
s fre .f.l_ln"j:?f.-?.r.t'. ﬁwm £ .lr.“."'.r'r.'c?';.'.!r.'r riefvi du
zipline vides thraegh trestaps. You can al
see ved lava flowing fute dle acean as you
crsedse at might along the coast of the Big li-
Getricd T s, e Danepnsacy antdentred i i
vt e s etive oF a5 qieies &n i deifre,

FHOTOE OF BEMITAY BDEROFF
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Some have married in a helicopter hovering
over the canyon or waterfalls, exchanging
vows through a two-way intercom system.

In the Desert

Perhaps ics the fimelessness of nagure, or
the area’s mysticism, or the looming, red
rock monoliths, Wharever che reason,
Secoti, Arieona, has become a popular
wedding site Tor couples who love the
spiritualicy of the ourdoors. 1f's not un-
ustal o see an American Indian shaman
pi::rf'c:rlning a ritual on @ hiking crail,
shaking a ravtle and rain stick over a
bridal couple dressed in serapes.

Mative Americans have, in Fact, por-
formed sacred ceremonies of all kinds in
red rock country for centurics. More re
cently, healers, intuitives and spiritual
guides have been drawn 1o che area be-
cause of vortex sites where; supposedly,
the carth's enerpy Heals and leads to self-
aveateness. Visitors to Sedona are as awed
Irv these New Age spiritualisis as they are
by the Mogollon Rim and other strange:
looking stone formations, Pew towns have
bt ) ||'|:!|'|:|-' sbores .‘;L'“il!g h\'.‘.:!“]'lg SIS, {:T}'S-
tals and incense as does Sedona.

For bridal couples, views of the rack
Formations on cheir wedding day are of
major importance, L'Auberpe de Sedona,
e of the best horels incown, has vistas of

the erijrantic red rocks baoch i the garcden
and on the hillside L area, An intimarte
wedding package for 15 guests or Fewer
includes che services of a wedding special-
ist, use of an indoor or ourdoor ceremony
site, a bridal bouguet and groom’s bou-
ronnicre, a one-how wedding photogra-
phy session, wedding cake, champagne
toast and @ one-night stay.

Bl Poread, o 12-room bed-and-lreakdase
i constructed fromn adobe, resermbles a
hacienda, with 18-inch walls, a courceard
and o fountain, You'll have rrouble noc
falling in love with the building iselll The
hand-sculpeed walls, high ccilings and
:!|'|;|tw:1:,.rx all lend @ romantic atmosphere.

Clasa Sedona is an award-winning bed-
and-breaktast conceived by a procéed of
architect Frank Lloyd Wrighe, The views
ol Thunder Mountgin are spectaculr,
and bridal couples have a choice of several
locanons for their ceremony.
HONEYMOON TIP: Make time to go on @
“Hraden Aveow Lavr" offerce by Pink fecp
Tours, Althoush your backeide will take a
puumfﬁ:’rg e e deoe-four ride, pENE TGN T
felivve bt casily the jeep efimbs fnpeasibly

steefr vocks and inclines,

Among the Vines

How upon row of vines full of luscious
grapes growing on the genty rolling hills
of Mapa Valley suggest a life of good food,
perad wine and good friends, No wander
bridal I_T:lllphzs are iit.\.:['ril'l_'ti o be married
there, Pop diva Christina Aguilera was che
lacest celebrity to do so last Movember aca
small Family vineyard in Rucherford.

Untorcunacely, the number of wineries
where nuptiaks can be held in Mapa are
fewe, Last October, the Councy Board of
Supervisors voted to keep the number
lil]wrl lTﬁL‘::Il[N{‘. (lr i:\"i'l,ii'.‘i n:'.ulu;n‘l'!lirlt_; Pn)l'ﬂ-
erry use and use permits

Mevertheless, couples with their heares
set on a wedding among the vines scill
have some aptans, ¥, Satoa Winery in
So Helena, Tounded in 1885, can haold
nuptials ar several sices on is two-acre
property, including the Frone of & massive
stone building with a stone founcain. Re-
ceptions are held in the winery's cellar,
where bootled wines ape inocaves b lyimed
wrought-iran gates. Another possilility is
the Hans Fahden Winery, a licensed in-
door-matdoor faciliy in Calistoga, locared
al the far end l:'!lirN‘:lIJ.'! Walley, Here, inad-
dition o several outdoor locations, bodal
couples can also choose to be marded in s
voleanic ash oy,

The Harvest Inn, located in St Helena,
an’t o winery buc it bas a beautiful Vine-
vard Terrace next 1o the Whitchall Lane
Winery that makes a romantic sening.

il

ipa Valley (above

Aupguanheprember 200G 49
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Second-time brides and grooms are more
likely to go the hot air balloon route for
their marriage ceremonies, or gurgle their
vows underwater in full scuba gear.

With Nowers perluming the air in the
bemilully landscaped garden, the bride
and groom are enly yards away from the
Brapovines,

O course, non-vineyard seciings are
E>||_'I|Iiru| in Mapa "-.-".':“{1}' and just as s|ec-
caculan, They include hocels, couneny cubs,
restanrants, o state park, o culinary insn-
e e Mapa Cpers House and COPTA,
which is 2 food and wine muscum.

Yo can also marry s ho air bal-
loon, hugging vour new spouse as you fly
over the valley. Jovee Bowen, awner of
Bonaventara Balloons, is o leensed min-
ister as well as a balloon pilen, and she
can perform the cesemony either belore
takecolt or during the Hishe,

Afrer the magical flight, your entire
]':ln.lfl.:_!r (18] gﬂl Lik 1|]{‘. :"r"1f:|lll|\'r'f?(?l:,| '1f.'31{]f|
for o celebracory champagne breakfasc

Two major resores, Silverado and

teadowood, are E‘.-LJJJLiJ.’u' foar nup iads and
receprions held on their well-manicured
lvens and garvdens or inside bangue
recns. Cruests of the resort are able o
enjoy tennis, golf, fine dining and spa
SUTVICES,
HONEYMOON TIP: Wilether you tic the bnot
it vhe iy e o, ke Bt ale balloon Fde.
Fhe sensattion 15 ane of surprising quict ai
yei aliff aper the Dok valley that B becone
st e far fi fine wies,

W souch Bay Accent

Down a River
Ever since 1803, when Meviwether Lewis
and William Clarls treliked across the LS,
and then paddled down one waterway after
.||H:-I,|':n:‘.r L |t‘.:!1‘r1 :l.hl['ll.]i WWORELCTT Eﬂ(l‘gl':]l]ll}"
andd indigenows people, fivers are loved by
Oneponians, Poday, riverboar crudses along
the Colombip and Willamerre Rivers are
popular wich locals and visicors as they
cnjoy 360-degree vists of the gorge, the
river and the legendary Ashing platforms
used by Mative Americans,

Bridal couples, in oo, have discovered

thit gerting married onoan cilel-Fashiomed
sterivwheeler s romantic. The caprain

himsell performs the ceremony on land,
onboard. on river's edge or even in the
wheclhouse while Fumily and friends beam
with bappiness.

Tl Seevmiedioter Rewe, o | 20-passenger
red, white and black sternwheeler, is a
bridal rverhoat thar croises che Willamere
River underncath nine bridges, Bald cagles
fly overhead while osprey cacch fish and
river acters paddle alongside, Seeraebesler
R 3 wedding, |J.'l\'.'|".:|§{! inclodes the cere-
mony, plus a 2-hour croise, hors d'ocuvres,
champagne, printed wedding invimtions
anil I‘J;||J|n:i11:;. wr.ddl-ﬁg caake, Horal prackage,
a wu‘]tt-ll‘lg coorcdinator and bartender's fee.
Close for 50 gueses s 53,793,

Another riverhoat is the 300-passenger,
eriple-decker paddlewheeler named
che Steemadecier Calinfia Cearge, Ulnuising
through che Columbia River Gorge
Matioinal Scenie Area, the red and whire
sterivwliceler offers beidal parties a variery
of sprons, including several locations for
the ceremony, & chodoe of rencing the en-
tive vessel or ooly ane decl, plas the oprion
of trearing guests 1o Oregon's famous
salmon hake prepared in the parle,

A third bs the Pertland Spivir, n sleck,
white dinner .ﬁh[]: et can hodd 330 seaned
passenpers or 340 guests at a receprion.
Weddings on the Poreland Spor, as well as
luer siscer :i|1ip:-c, are E|x.‘g.‘u11 alfaiss with
Morthwese coisine prepared inoche galley
omtherard. Chotees range frorm g delicious
brunch e a complers sit-down dinner,

O course, the new marrieds will want
ter sty an the river for their honevmoon,
RiverPMlace Hocel in Pordand ts locared on

HOSPIRST.COM IBEOTTOM:

WHWPTRTL

RADFSESDORT COMTORL

HOTOE COURTESY WWIN.SILY
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the SWillamerre River, with overstesd goes
rocms and a gr.llni h‘:|‘J|Jj- with a librage
ared lireplace: Located within walking dis-
cance of the downrown area. the River-
Place Horel is the fagship of the Larkspur
Collectinn al hotels,

Anccher choice is the Avalon Hocel &
Spa, a boutique hotel in che Souch Warer-
fromt District along die Willamewe River.
[es marhle baths, plush batheabes and
evening turndown are wonderful ameni-
Heso s is e L'c:!11|1|i|1|Lt|1l:tl':.' [T LT SeT
vice o downiown locarions,

HOMEYMOON TIP: fide o hiph-speed socwr-
stani ot carlleed the Ourmapeons to the Bon-
el D, to Autevia ow the eovaal, o it
dvrreath Porilands e bridge, Cffered
drp tlie Parrland Spivie River Crisfse compaiy,
the ride arves pors bl ansel thertls, ar meell v

ftereing dinarical fndgii o thie avea

At a Spa

Wha says weddings have to be stresstulf
Man vour wedding and honeymaon ata
liurions hotel with a fabolons spa where
wour gait start the festivities wich friends
and family members alveady in 2 mellow
mood. Ohne of the best s the Spanish
Colonil—style Four Seasons Resore San
Barbara, with s red (le rools, adobe
walls and graceful archwavs, ls newly
renovared spa building is Lghe and airy,
with breatheaking views of the ecean
across the streer. Highly crained therapases
offer o varicry of massages, fcials, body
wraps and salon services,

Wedding consultanes at the horel are ox-
j_'!ll'_'],'l.n ar I:'Il'gal'li?.i'llt_.r 'S]:l:ll'l.\-l'l{:l-('.x'lJL‘.l'l.HI.' "{'r'("]-
dings and receptions. Only superior linens,
cutlery, china and glissware are used, The
chiel can prepare anything from an intimare
farmily brunch rooa sophisticaed coclaail
baller o a grand reception banguer. Far
the day after the nupals, arrange cicher a
champagne breakist in your poest roon or
suite, w candle-lic dinner in your roem, ara
romantc picnic basker for two,
HONEYMOON TiP: Sehedle o Supiee Sane-
freary enapden packape where oo therapiit
Lavead s wll the srvess i your Dodies with
i veffexadogy treaviment and @ fidl body
TR ?‘??(.f.f_trrg{". T’ﬂu ar .r-'i-'l'.'” J'.l"'?'l'"l”.fl"lﬂ' f'»"l.'.?'l'.'.l"."
Crr .{.'rl'l?l'.l'lfl"."r é.l}l W f;'l'l'.r.'lll"ffl i .”!T{" éi’l".‘!’l’.'-"n'.r.l'_}" -".IJIIF
she Weigeind Sudde as yoi wateh the sun
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Destination Details

Click or call tor mors information on these nuptialfharsymaon possibilibes;

Ooanctghand: &

Maui Visitors Bureau. www visitmaul.com; BO8/244-3530,

Prince Resart, Maul, www. princeresarisnawailcom; 80072216284,

Fauai Visitors Bureau, www kauaivisitorsbureau,com; BO0S262-1400,

Princeville Resart, www. princevillecom; 300/826-4400,

Aloha Tours wew hawailkayaks.com; BOE246-6204,

Hilton Waikoloa Village, Big Island, www.hiltonwaisoloavilage.com; 808/ 2861234,
Morwegian Cruise Line, wewncloom; 885/234-0202.

Irt the Desert

ding infarmation. wew sedonaweddings.com; S00,/551-0£48,
Sedona Tourism Bureaw, wew.visitsedona.com; B00/285-7336,
L*Auberge de Sedona Resort, wewwlaubergecom; BOO/Z72-6777.
El'Portal Bed and Breakfast, www.innsedona.com; 8003130017,

Casa Sedona Inn. www.casasadons com 00/ 5253756,

Pink Jeep Tours, www. pinkjesp.oom; 80008733662,

Among the Vines

Mapa Yalley wedding information, werw.napavalleywecdings.com

W, Satiul Winery, wwwovsatiuicem, TO7 /2857272,

Hans Fahden Vineyards, wwenarsfahdencom: 800/929-6760,

Harvest Inn. www barvestinncom; BO0/950-8466,

Bonaventura Balloan Company, www bonaventuraoalioons.com; B0CYTLY-Maga
Silverado Resort, www.silveradoresert.oom; 70T/ 257-0200,

Meadowood Resort, waww.mezdoweod.com; 200/£58-8080,

Down a River

Sternwheeler Rose, waw sternwheslerrose com; 503, 286-TE73,
Sternwhealer Columbla Gorge. wew.sternwheeler.com; BODS224-3500,
Porttand Spirit Rliver Crulses. wiw.partlandspirit.com; 200/224-3901.
RiverPlace Hotel, v riverplacehotelcom; 8002571333

Avalan Hotel & Spa. www.avalonnotelands pacon; 5038025600,



