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'TRAVELING IN THE NORTHWEST, THE NATION AND THE WORLD

Today all lighthouses and foghorns are

. automated, so visitors can walk around
ngh l l l Ouse *the stately towers and peek inside.

: b One of the more unusual ones, two

miles outside of Rockland, is Owls Head,

l b t 1 so named because the bluff on which it

0 S er) Ore stands resembles an owl’s head with two

caves serving as eyes. Constructed in 1825,

the black-and-white lantern room still

I I I eet aShore operates with a Fresnel lens that was in-
stalled before the 1850s.

° o At the foot of the staircase leading up to

M the tower is a grave with flowers, honoring

].n ame a spaniel named Spot who helped a

: seaman navigate his way home in a storm

in the 1930s. The story is the stuff of doggy

An aficionado of West Coast S enda
scenery discovers the hiStOI’Y For more than 20 years, Capt. Stewart
b fth Ames made weekly trips from Rockland to
and beauty of the eastern the islands carrying mail, cargo and
shore of the United States passengers. Spot would run along the

bluff, barking happily until the captain

By LUDMILLA ALEXANDER . blew his whistle three times in farewell.

SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN One stormy day, Ames was unable to
I the West C P 1d find his way to Rockland Harbor because
 SEAVP QI TIGOVERL LInAS, Bc LA SE AR of freezing spray and poor visibility. Spot
impressed with beaches in other parts of was inside the light station with an injured
the country. They're simply not dramatic Please. so¢ MAINE. Page T7
enough for me. o

Sure, the Pacific is cold and swimming
can be dangerous. But there's nothing like -
watching waves crash on a rocky shore or
a wide expanse of sandy beach as the sun
sinks into the ocean.

So, when my husband suggested a trip
to Maine last summer, I was not thrilled.
Besides eating lobster and seeing placid
inlets and bays, what would we do? :

We chose the town of Rockland to be
our headquarters for several reasons.
Rockland is midcoast on Penobscot Bay,
within driving distance of the state’s main
attractions, Acadia National Park and Bar
Harbor. It seemed like a “real” town with
8,000 year-round residents, many of
whom are commercial fishermen and -
lobstermen. And it has good restaurants
and museums. :

I also was intrigued with the idea of
watching turn-of-the-century windjam-
mers start their three- to six-day tours
from Rockland’s harbor.

The first thing I noticed when we arrived
were the small rocky beaches. Not very im-
pressive, I thought, But then, standing on PR B R
bluffs and promontories, I saw lighthouses : DIMITRY BOBROFF

— lots of them. -Owls Head Lighthouse is one of 68 along
We learned Maine has a total of 68, the the Maine coast. Built in 1825, it stands
second highest number in the nation. over Penobscot Bay, near Rockland, The
(Michigan is first.) From colonial times, light was one of the country’s last to be
boat captains have depended on them as ~ automated and remains in operation.

navigational aids to help overcome swift
tides, heavy fog and blustery nor’easters.






