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Hawaii from a deck chair: Cruise from island to island
Hawaiian Islands itineraries with Norwegian Cruise Line allow plenty of time to explore the natural
wonders
Sunday, September 10, 2006
LUDMILLA ALEXANDER
The Oregonian
Decisions, decisions: So many islands, which one to choose? The Big Island of Hawaii, with its active
volcano? Or romantic Maui, for its great beaches? Oh, don't forget Kauai -- waterfalls and gardens. Or
Oahu -- Diamond Head, Waikiki, the USS Arizona Memorial.
Island hopscotching
airports?

is one option, but why waste precious time packing and unpacking and waiting in

Take an island cruise. You can always return another time and focus on one or two islands.
For years the only option was to chug across the Pacific from the West Coast on your cruise ship, then
begin touring the islands. After much political back-and-forth concerning ship registry and crew nationality,
in 2003 the Norwegian Cruise Line began Hawaii-based cruises with all-U.S. crews.
Three NCL ships now offer seven-night cruises. The ships travel primarily at night, so daytime hours -more than 100 hours in all -- can be devoted to exploring the islands, whether that means snorkeling,
walking along a lava flow, seeing spectacular waterfalls, shopping or lying on a beach. The ship offers
dozens of optional shore excursions, or passengers can rent cars or taxis on their own.
Even though Hawaii's weather wasn't ideal during our cruise week - a storm blew through -- each island
still managed to show off its charms.

Day One
The Pride of America awaits at the Aloha Tower pier, her painted stars and stripes gleaming brightly on the
hull. I love the happy, bright colors throughout the ship -- pink, orange, blue, green, turquoise.
Each pUblic room has a theme. The Capitol Atrium, where we enter, has a Colonial American look with a
grand white staircase and a backlit red, white and blue glass ceiling. The Hollywood Theatre, which
accommodates more than 800 people, has gigantic gold Oscar-like statues at the entrance and a wall mural
of paparazzi taking photos of entering VIPs. (That must be us.) The cabins and hallways are decorated with
bright Hawaiian colors and works of art.
We set sail, so to speak, at night. The ship first heads east, then south. Our first stop will be Hilo.

Day Two
The Big Island is not only big, it's also incredibly diverse. Available excursions include guided trips to
waterfalls, botanical gardens, observatories and golf courses.
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But it's Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park and the active Kilauea Crater that interests most of us. Of the
several tour options, we sign up for a strenuous six-mile round-trip hike that promises to bring us to small
streams of molten lava flowing toward the ocean.
The day is cool and overcast, which is good for hiking. But no sooner do the 70-plus hikers gather at the
Hilo pier than we are given bad news: A flurry of earthquakes for the past two months has prompted park
rangers to close off the volatile area where lava can be seen. Our hike will be shortened to four miles round
trip; we'll still get as close as possible to the acidic steam cloud formed by the lava flowing into the ocean.
With more time available for touring, our guide drives us to many points of interest in the park. We walk
through the Thurston Lava Tube, observe the food and flower offerings to Hawaii's famous fire goddess,
Madame Pele, at Halemaumau Overlook, and watch the seismograph needle quiver at the Jaggar Museum.
Even with the shortened hike, walking the uneven, glass-sharp
return to the ship, my knees are complaining loudly.

lava formations is a major effort. When we

I skip dinner to rest for the 10 p.m. viewing of the lava flow from the ship's deck. Madame Pele rewards us
for our efforts. The acidic cloud at water's edge blows away from the ship, and we can see several streams
of molten lava spill into the ocean, forming new land as it hardens. All is quiet on the decks as Malu, the
ship's Hawaiian ambassador, reads a prayer to Madame Pele to protect the homes on the island.
Day Three
The next day in Maui, the rains come and many shore excursions are canceled. Passengers who come up
with a Plan B fare better than the ones who sit in their cabins and bemoan their bad luck.
Susan and Isaac Gerstenzang of Hoboken, N.J., head for the car-rental agency in the town of Kahului,
where our ship docks. Soon, they are on their way to find a sunny beach.
We spend the afternoon wandering around Kahului, watching year-round residents shop at an oldfashioned mall. Aboard the ship, there's also plenty to do: exercise classes, trivia contests, a pingpong
tournament, gyroscope rides and hula lessons.
The Gerstenzangs

find sun and come back with tans.

For the evening, the staff gets ready for all the passengers who would have been ashore - but HAWAII
CRUISE T5 restaurants open for dinner at 5:30 p.m. Comedian Chris Alpine returns with a new show. Pam
Petersen's Party Band, which is rated tops in Maui, is brought aboard. A crisis is averted.
Day Four
We're still anchored at MauL Our whale-watching tour, which had been canceled the day before, is a go.
We board a catamaran, run by the Pacific Whale Foundation and head 10 miles out into the Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary to await the appearance of a whale. Between midDecember and the end of April, 60 percent of the Pacific humpback whales migrate to Hawaii from their
feeding grounds in Alaska to mate or give birth.
The onboard guide tells us to watch for a plume of spray produced by the whale as it surfaces. Sure
enough, a female whale and her calf are spotted swimming with two large male escorts at their side. As our
boat slowly motors closer to them, the party of four starts doing flukes-up dives, tail slaps and head lunges.
Then, as if on cue, less than 200 feet away, three of them propel themselves out of the water in a perfect
breach. Only the baby remains submerged. Passengers cry out in astonishment. Photographers check their
digital cameras to see what images they captured. The excursion is a great success.
Day Five
Kona, on the dry side of the Big Island, is our next port of call with tenders transporting us right into town.
We have no tours scheduled. Although free shopping shuttles are available, as well as a Snorkel & Beach
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Express shuttle bus for a fee, we wander along Alii Drive in search of historic places and the island's
famous Kona coffee. (It's available everywhere.) Our pace is slow and relaxing.

Day Six
Rainy weather in Kauai is probably the biggest heartbreaker of the trip. As we cruise into Nawiliwili Harbor,
passengers are excited to see tall mountains draped with lush tropical vegetation. Kauai is by far the most
beautiful of all the islands.
Determined to explore, ship passengers pack umbrellas and wear plastic ponchos as they head for tour
buses going to Fern Grotto and Waimea Canyon. Unfortunately, many of the outdoor adventure excursions,
such as horseback riding, snorkeling, kayaking and tubing the ditch (an irrigation canal) are canceled.
Tanya, the guide, suggests a Backroads Kauai tour as an alternative to our canceled snorkeling trip. We
head for the private land owned by Steve Case, former AOL CEO. Unlocking padlocked gates, Tanya
drives the van onto a former sugar plantation, now used for grazing cattle. The beautiful rolling hills and
meadows look familiar. It turns out they were used as backdrop during the filming of "Jurassic Park."
"Underneath all this vegetation, wild boars burrow tunnels," Tanya says. "The large pigs are smart and
dangerous. You can almost see them trying to outsmart you."
Suddenly, Tanya spots six small wild pigs and a feral kitten nervously crossing the dirt road. "That kitten
must have adopted the pigs as her family," the guide says. "If all of them were older, they would have
sensed danger, and we would never have seen them."
Back on the ship, many passengers with canceled tours have turned to car rentals once again, including
Michael Rawson of Hillsboro. "Last-minute rental is a hassle because you need car reservations before
shuttles will pick you up. But if cars are available, they give you lots more freedom on an island, regardless
of the weather."
Day Seven
On the last day of the cruise, the sun shines periodically from behind the clouds. The ship makes several
passes along Kauai's rugged Na Pali coastline, which rises 4,000 feet from the water's edge. We see
waterfalls, green valleys and dark caves. A whale and her calf swim alongside the ship, prompting people
out of their deck chairs.
"Next time we come to Hawaii, we'll go to Kauai," decides Isaac Gerstenzang. "The views of the Na Pali
Coast from the ship are great, and I think the drives and hikes would be amazing."
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